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We are what
we seek

Piedmont

Cascina Ebreo is an anarchic winery in the traditional heart of the Langhe:
a journey towards the limits and the potential of wine.
Cascina Ebreo is a seed of
lucid madness planted and
tended in Novello, in the
Langhe, in one of the most
prestigious crus of the Barolo appellation: Ravera. Cascina Ebreo is a free winery
run by free winemakers.
Its story began with a name
and a surname: Peter Wei-

mer, but it’s not over yet.
Because Cascina Ebreo is
what it seeks. It’s a restless
and shifting spirit, experimental and elusive, an expedition to the known limits
of wine. Beginning with a
unique, exceptional terroir,
Cascina Ebreo entrusts its
identity to its exponents:

time by time, year by year,
they are the ones who listen
to the voice and the spirit of
Cascina Ebreo with a calm
heart but an open vision.
Cascina Ebreo is a challenge to the conventional, not
a conventional challenge.
It has a deep love of wine
and accepts all its contradi-

ctions: this is the necessary
madness of love. It always
treats wine responsibly, as
an adult: it doesn’t rein it
in, modify it or denature it.
It waits until it’s ready. For
months, years, decades if
that’s what it takes. And it’s
not afraid to show its workings, warts and all.

«We are
who we
will be,
we will
be who
we have
never
been».
Wines from
Cascina Ebreo
are not defined once and
for all. From
harvest to
harvest, they
rely on those
who know
how to grasp
their free and
revolutionary
spirit, beyond
any type of
standardization.
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The heretical ten
commandments
of wine
1

You shall have no other wine before your own choice
What is it that floats your boat?
Who is it that touches your deepest self? Who sings the sweetest song, who quiets you and spurs you on?

You are your wine: with all the contradictions, mistakes and defects that make you unique.
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You shall
take my name
in vain

I vinify
the blues

You shall not covet
the release of others

I’m on the lips of many, but in the glass
of few. I’m not easy, nor do I want to be;
I make allowances for no one, but I give
myself fully. If you really want to

Listen to me. I’m a heart-wrenching
and mysterious story. A rough and
gently melancholic tale. I am the

Willing for anything, ready for
nothing. I’ll be released when I’m “ready” and if I’m “ready”. I have no

say my name, then say it: it’ll be
in vain.
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murky undertone that scares
yet attracts you.

6

past to defend, only a future to
prove.
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Every wine
is non-natural

I don’t
like labels

You shall
not kill me

Do you want wine or vinegar? I make
wine: it’s natural, but it’s wine. I am Ravera, the mysterious essence of Barolo.
I can tell my own story and undergo my
own evolution. I don’t change natu-

I don’t like definitions, I don’t like ceremony. I don’t like traditions

Do not forget my land, my vineyard,
my clusters. Love my grape as yourself. Do not kill me, nor adulate me.

repeated unthinkingly.

Try tasting me.

re: I feel it, respect it and guide it.
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There’s no such thing
as wine, only
interpretations

Remember
the lapses
and keep them holy

Drink
non-responsibly

I’m an idea that becomes form. I’m a
substance that becomes a spirit. Within
me tradition and flashes of genius coexist; stars and subsoil. I live not by

Perfection has a serious defect: it tends
to be pretty boring. Remember to respect lapses, because defects are what
makes you unique, because they are

Drinking wine does not mean dulling
the senses, but sharpening them, gaining new awareness. Drink non-responsibly. Take responsibility for pleasure. Drink and be happy.

certainties, but by choosing intuition and interpretation.
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where your soul resides.
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You are
your wine.
Accept the
responsibility
of pleasure,
the wonder of
mystery, the
passion for
discovery.
Drink and
be happy.
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The beginning
of a story that
ends who
knows where
Anarchy and Barolo, experimentation and folly.
Cascina Ebreo is a wine philosophy that becomes shape and word.
In the beginning there
was Peter Weimer, aka
Pete. And Pete was Cascina Ebreo. A Swiss computer nerd with a passion
for unfindable bottles,
cigarettes smoked at dawn
and an untameable desire
to share both wines and
cigarettes.

NOVELLO, 1980s
It’s the late 80s and Pete
buys a couple of hectares in
Novello, a village with a population of 1042 set on one
of the last hills in the Langhe
on the south-western edge
of the Barolo appellation.
The story goes that when
Pete and his wife moved definitively to Novello in 1993,
they brought with them a
lorry-load of wines collected
from all over the world. Before he started making wine,
Pete wanted to get people to
taste wine: his neighbours,
his friends, and anyone who
looked at him as if he had
two heads.
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ANARCHY
IN THE LANGHE

LEAVING
A MARK

NOT
UNDERSTANDING
IN ORDER TO
Pete wanted to make wine Every story of growth is a UNDERSTAND
in the Langhe, not the wine
of the Langhe. It wasn’t
easy: anarchy and Barolo
are not exactly synonymous. Pete wanted to make
non-conformist wines; rebellious, insane and delicious, as every wine should
be. He was forced to give
up the denomination, or he
gave it up deliberately. He
tended to his vineyard with
a ferocious passion (they say
he worked more than 700
hours a year for “only” two
hectares) and, with equally
ferocious curiosity, he experimented endlessly with his
wines. Whether he achieved
his goals, no one can say.
His wines were (those that
have already been drunk)
and are (those remaining)
something ineffable, outside
the box and the conventions
of the Langhe. They are undoubtably extreme; wines
for radical experiences.

story of choices, and every
choice is a sacrifice. Pete
took the decision to leave
Cascina Ebreo, but not before he’d left his mark on
the winery. He did this by
surrounding himself with
friends, oenologists, connoisseurs and simple enthusiasts, who understood
and deeply appreciated
what he was doing. Pete’s
work, until then solitary
and pioneering, became a
shared lesson: the possibility of regarding the Langhe
as a place for experimentation, a training ground for
the production of wines
that seek not to reproduce
themselves, restating the
obvious, but rather to become themselves.

And so Pete’s work passed
into the hands of Gianluca Colombo: a young
oenologist and a pupil of
Pete; his disciple and apprentice, but also his adversary and a fierce critic
of his teacher. Out of respect for the latter’s Swiss
tradition-non-tradition,
Gianluca interprets wines as he has understood
and not understood from
his predecessor. Ultimately, Cascina Ebreo is not
a winery; it’s more of a
spirit. It’s a “philosophy
of wine” which has taken
flight and decided not to
be harnessed, reduced, limited: if anything, it’s to
be respected. Yesterday by
Pete; today by Gianluca.
Tomorrow, by whoever’s
crazy enough to take on the
adventure.
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Working
according
to Peter
Weimer’s
trademark.
Pete started
Cascina Ebreo,
towards the
end of the
‘80s:
he wanted to
make wine in
the Langhe,
but not wine
of the Langhe.

Break
the rules.
Wines from
Cascina Ebreo
are revolutionary, unorthodox, insane:
they do not
want to repeat
themselves
over the years,
but they want
to become
themselves.
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The
non-style of
Cascina Ebreo
Bad wines are always ready
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CASCINA EBREO
IS NOT AFRAID
OF WINE.

CASCINA EBREO
BELIEVES IN WINE.

CASCINA EBREO
HAS NO RECIPES.

CASCINA EBREO
DOES NOT HAVE
FIXED TIMES.

It doesn’t live by the obsequious reverence that
some producers hold for
their bottles, their terroir,
their vineyards. It respects
the greatness, the power
and the originality of these, but it’s not afraid to
come face to face with the
most dazzling and undervalued aspect of wine: the
fact that it’s an interplay of
forces between human desire and untamed expression, between technique
and nature.

In its austere character, never brought to heel by the
will of the winemaker. It
believes in the land, but doesn’t turn it into a religion.
It believes in native grape
varieties, without elevating them to shrines of
perfection. Cascina Ebreo
believes in wine drunk, appreciated, enjoyed at any
time and for any occasion.

It doesn’t have a dogmatic
philosophy, a rigorous winemaking creed, an oenological doctrine. It thrives
on contrasts and passions,
on close reading of the
changeable and often elusive character of wine. And
it conveys this mystery.
Unsuccessfully, of course.

It knows the date of birth,
the vintage of a wine. But
it’s not sure about its maturity, when it’ll be ready
to sell. It’s the wine - and
only the wine - that can
say when it’s ready. Wine
isn’t made, it’s waited for.

“

Wines always drunk, never tasted!

cascinaebreo.it
An endless
research, a
continuous
dialogue
with
nature.
Cascina Ebreo
has a winemaking process
mindful of
the Earth and
its incredible
vocation to
wine, without
fearing experimentation.

A great
wine is not
made, it is
awaited.
A wine’s date
of birth, place of
origin and harvest
may be known.
But only the wine,
and the wine
alone, knows
when it is ready.
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TORBIDO!
I hate introductions, the handshakes, the knowing looks.
I’m not here to boast about my Nebbiolo grapes, or about my cru,
perhaps the most fascinating and eclectic in the Barolo appellation.
They call me extreme, vibrant, enigmatic: that’s what they say.
That I don’t do things by halves, that I don’t set out to be liked,
that I live by contrast and imperfection. I don’t deny it’s true,
but neither do I claim the opposite.

“

Torbido! is a face-to-face confrontation.
A wine with body, marvelous and solemn,
true because it’s present, and always personal.
From the land it tends to the absolute, imperfect
and universal as we all are: ready for nothing,
open to wonder.

GRAPE: Nebbiolo

8

“

Every defect in the vineyard is a correction
in the winery. We strive to not have faults.
Those we can’t avoid, we accept and defend.

SINCHÉ
Sinché in English means until. Until I’m ready.
Until I say so. Arrogant? Pretentious? Life is pretentious.
Could you tell me the moment when you grew up?
The instant you realized you were in charge of your own destiny?
Until I’m ready: I live for that moment,
when I can fully show myself in my prime, as my very best self.
I wait because I live in anticipation, until I say so.

magazine

cascinaebreo.it

“

A wine that makes us wait.
Until it’s ready, until it’s mature, until it’s adult
and has developed a heart, a head and a soul.
As the writer Cesare Pavese said, “only the seasons
matter and they are in your bones and they
nurtured you when you were a boy”.

GRAPE: Sauvignon

“

It’s not us who give the wine time,
it’s the wine that takes it.
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SEGRETO
What’s a secret?
It’s a bond, an unwritten contract,
a pact that can’t be broken without sacrificing the pact itself.
What’s a secret, you ask?
It’s something that everyone knows about,
but only a few can interpret.
Secret is connection.
Secret is silence.
My task is to weave connections, explore silence:
absolute complicity, rigorous research.

“

Segreto is a wine of connections, of complicity
between nature and the glass, between
the vineyard and those seeking to know its fruits.

GRAPE: Barbera

“
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Segreto is an inclination to mystery
as an inexhaustible source of research,
as a natural disposition to tasting:
an uncommon penchant for experience.

ROSSO
Young, like all beginnings.
Inexpert, like courage
Curious, like borderlands.
I stand on the threshold between joy and exuberance.
Tradition? It’s innovation that turned out well, they say.
I play. I experiment. I innovate.
I break the rules that stifle creativity, but I impose exact limits
on my imagination, before it turns into madness or pity.
I play. I put myself out there. I experiment.
I stand on the threshold between joy and exuberance.
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“

Rosso is the introductory wine in learning about the fascinating
world of Cascina Ebreo. The threshold you cross into a dynamic
and complex universe: unconditional love for the Langhe and
a constant quest for the surprises these hills can provide.

GRAPE: Dolcetto, Nebbiolo and Barbera in variable proportions

“

Every vineyard has a body,
every vine is a living being,
every wine is evolving.
It’s the winemaker’s choice whether
to enslave these or liberate their potential.
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“

The wines here have something different.
They don’t show themselves immediately.
They’re elusive, proud, sometimes lazy,
always profound, immense.
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